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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT BILL WARNER and 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MERRILL RUCK
Bill Warner
The past six months have been a challenge for both NPS and 
the NPS Foundation, particularly in light of the Naval Inspector 
General’s report and recommendations. Now that the dust has 
begun to settle, we are extremely confident that both organizations 
will emerge stronger. 
If you have not had a chance, I encourage you to read the attached 
article from ADM Hank Mauz, published in the February edition of 
U.S. Naval Institute publication Proceedings. It provides tremendous 
context and perspective and has received very positive endorsements 
throughout the NPS and Navy communities. Equally important was 
a recent visit to NPS from the Chief of Naval Operations, ADM 
Greenert. He clearly articulated the importance for NPS to maintain 
its stature as the premier graduate research university. In addition, 
he expressed his confidence in the Committee on the Future report, 
as the blueprint for the future of the institution.
In the near term, NPS will announce a permanent President - 
expected to be a retired Vice Admiral. A new Provost has been 
announced - Dr. Douglas Hensler. Hensler is an accomplished 
academic and industry leader with deep ties to both education 
and the global business community. These organizational changes 
will be complimented by improvements to internal processes 
and procedures, implementing many of the recommendations 
contained in the IG Report. One of those changes, that I view 
as very positive, will ensure that the Naval Academy Foundation 
and the NPS Foundation operate under the same rules - allowing 
us to move forward with more fundraising in critical areas of 
national security.
At the same time, the Foundation is pleased to announce that 
retired CAPT David Silkey will be our new Executive Director. 
After a very successful 25 year Naval Career as an F/A-18 pilot, 
Blue Angel, and most recently as Carrier Air Wing Commander on 
the USS Lincoln - David is looking forward to his next challenge - 
leading the Foundation to its next phase of growth. RADM Merrill 
Ruck, after a remarkable Naval career and successfully leading 
the Foundation over the last 8 years, will be retiring and moving 
to Colorado. I know you will join me in thanking Merrill for all 
his efforts, particularly with our annual golf tournament and the 
Winter Ball. We wish Merrill and Diane the best in their retirement.
In the months ahead, we expect to publish several Case Statements 
for critical areas at NPS where the Foundation can play a vital role. 
We look forward to your feedback and participation in these efforts.
We also hope you will join us August 13th, for our 7th annual 
America’s Heroes golf tournament benefiting the wounded-in-
action. The tournament, held at Monterey Peninsula Country Club, 
is expected to fill up soon so I encourage you to contact the office 
to secure your slot, or you can visit: http://www.npsfoundation.org/
americas_heroes.htm
We expect to have several more Quarterly Lectures at NPS in June 
and September, following our most recent talk from RADM Jerry 
Ellis on the subject of Undersea Warfare. These are very informative 
events featuring some of NPS’ remarkable faculty and students.
Lastly, I hope you will join us for the NPS Winter Ball on Saturday, 
December 7th. It promises to be a remarkable evening celebrating 
the Holidays, surrounded by NPS students, in the most spectacular 
venue - Herrmann Hall.
Thank you for all your past and future support of the Naval 
Postgraduate School. We look forward to expanding our efforts 
and having a significant strategic impact on our Navy and nation 
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STUDENT LIFE
Join the Club: Students Stay Fit and Social at NPS  
By Valerie Abati
After getting a permit to run through 
Palo Corona Regional Park, the NPS 
Running Club recently took advantage 
of not only a good workout, but some 
of the beautiful scenery the Monterey 
Peninsula has to offer. “The beautiful 
vistas, sweet pain of the uphill climb, 
and company of fellow runners… was 
a great way to start off the day,” said 






Running the park was just one of many 
events the club has organized in the 
past few months. But they’re not always 
running up hill trails and through the 
woods. “[We] have been making short 
distance, casual social runs part of 
our routine. The last social run took 
us approximately 3 miles to a club 
member’s patio deck to enjoy local 
wines while taking in views of the bay,” 
Parker notes as one of the more social 
events of the Running Club.
The NPS Skydiving Club celebrated its first anniversary on March 2nd with a special “boogie.” Members could jump all day, 
received a commemorative t-shirt and enjoyed BBQ and refreshments after diving at Skydive Monterey in Marina, Calif. 
Learn more about the Skydiving Club at www.npsfoundation.org/skydiving_club.htm. The club also has a special Facebook group 
for members only.
Our members are as much 
interested in meeting and getting 
to know the local community as 
the local community is interested in 
meeting and learning more about 
who we are and what we do.        
   Lt. Cory Massey, USN
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These events show how the NPS 
Running Club has more to offer 
than just putting one foot in front 
of the other. Plus, they’re just one of 
several clubs, sponsored by the NPS 
Foundation, who host both 
athletic and social events for 
Naval Postgraduate School students. 
NPS has several student run clubs: 
running, cycling, golf, and skydiving, 
just to name a few. Many students find 
these organizations a great way to get 
in shape and stay motivated.
Brian Bishop, a Captain in the US Air 
Force, is a member of the cycling club. 
He uses the club’s rides as a way to cross 
train for his other passion, soccer. 
“Once I heard about the cycling club 
here at NPS, I jumped at the chance to 
ride with other people,” Bishop said. 
He used to ride solo when stationed 
 
 NPS Running Club Completes Difficult Garrapata Challenge
By Valerie Abati
 
Running 4.5 miles might not be too much of a challenge for NPS students, but when you add in an elevation change of 3600 
feet, it’s a whole new ballgame.   
 
Lt. Will Parker was one of forty participants to take part in this year’s competition.  He says the hill went on for what seemed 
like forever, “I managed to run/walk/climb up to what I thought was the top of the hill, only to find a false summit and the 
ant trail of runners continuing to zig-zag upward even higher.”  
 
The challenge didn’t subside once he reached the top; the downhill run was even steeper than the climb. Plus, runners had to 
maneuver through the loose rock and rutted trail. “It felt more like a controlled fall down the side than a downhill run.”  
 
First time runner, Ryan Richter, won this year’s race with a time of 44 minutes and 45 seconds.  
 
Thanks to NPS Foundation members Bill and Anne Warner, and Gary and Sandy Laughlin, this run has plans to continue its 
four year long tradition in the future. 
 
To learn more about the NPS Running Club, visit www.npsfoundation.org/running_club.htm or visit their Facebook group.
Members of the NPS Running Club after completing the grueling 4.5 mile run with an elevation change of 3600 feet during the 
Garrapata running competition on March 16 in Carmel, Calif.  The trail is jokingly called the “loop of pain.”
Lt. Col. Alex MacCalman, USA, was a featured jumper at the Quail Motorsports Gathering 
in Aug. 2012. MacCalman, a Special Forces officer, is a PhD candidate at NPS.
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L-R: Maj. Brandon Gebhardt, USA; Lt. Cdr. Christopher Clay, USN; Mr. Mark Kendall, NPS Foundation member; Lt. Cory Massey, 
USN. Members of the NPS Golf Club enjoy playing on exclusive area golf courses such as Half Moon Bay Golf Links, pictured 
here in Nov. 2012. (Photo courtesy of Lt. Cory Massey, USN).
in Denver, Colorado. Now he bikes in 
some of the many group rides offered 
by the club. Varying from group 
training rides, to social ‘no-drop’ 
rides and mountain bike expeditions, 
the club says their highest turnout 
typically happens during an NPS 
Foundation ‘host ride,’ which takes 
the group to a Foundation member’s 
home. There they get to 
socialize with peers and 
Foundation members, 
many of whom give 
back so that clubs can 
expand and explore 
new opportunities.   
One club that 
continually takes 
advantage of the 
local generosity of 
the community is the 
Golf Club. From Half Moon Bay to 
Pasadera Country Club, many local 
courses open their doors to NPS Golf 
Club members. Lt. Cory Massey says, 
“These courses have treated us like 
we are part of their membership.” 
He says it’s a chance to play on some 
of the best courses in the country, 
with some of the best golfers. One 
of the biggest opportunities is when 
players are selected, through the 
NPS Foundation, to participate in 
the annual Nature Valley First Tee 
Open. Massey says it’s “the chance of 
a lifetime” to be able to play alongside 
tour players during a televised event 
at Pebble Beach Golf Course. 
 
And for those students who aren’t 
afraid to freefall, the NPS Skydiving 
Club is taking the clubs to new heights. 
Recently celebrating its one year 
anniversary, the club frequently takes 
a dive around the Monterey Peninsula. 
One such event was last year, when two 
club members showed off their skills 
by jumping into the Quail Motorsports 
Gathering during Monterey Car Week. 
The demonstration showed the range 
and talent of NPS students, and made a 
great impression on the 
Monterey community. 
Whether it’s golfing, 
running, cycling or 
skydiving, being involved 
with any of the NPS 
clubs helps members 
get more involved with 
the community. And 
in turn, it gives the 
community and students 
a better appreciation for 
each other. As Lt. Massey puts it, “Our 
members are as much interested in 
meeting and getting to know the local 
community as the local community is 
interested in meeting and learning more 
about who we are and what we do.” ■
Whether it’s golfing, running, cycling or 
skydiving, being involved with any of the 
NPS clubs helps members get more involved 
with the community. 
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Sailors complete the 200th drydocking maneuver of a Trident submarine at the Intermediate Maintenance Facility (IMF) 
Delta Pier at Naval Submarine Base, Bangor, Wash. The strategic missile submarine USS Michigan (SSBN 727) is one of 
the Trident submarines in the Ohio Class.  (U.S. Navy photo by Brian Nokell)
Quarterly Event Dives Deep 
By Jessica Wells 
On March 21, 2013 NPS Foundation members were treated to an 
in-depth discussion of the state of undersea warfare by one of the 
leading experts in the field, NPS professor Rear Admiral W.G. 
“Jerry” Ellis, USN (Ret.). Ellis spoke to an audience of more than 
100 in the M.E. Auditorium on the Naval Postgraduate School 
campus. His remarks covered current threats facing the U.S. 
submarine fleet, future sub technology and the NPS undersea 
warfare curriculum. The retired admiral shared several anecdotes 
from his 36-year naval career, which included command of a 
squadron of attack submarines and a position as the Secretary of 
the Navy’s senior advisor for undersea warfare policy.
Ellis opened his presentation with a look at the threats the U.S. fleet 
faces today. These challenges range from stealthier Iranian diesel 
subs to the ascendancy 
of the Chinese navy 
in the Pacific. While 
American submarines 
are unmatched in their 
ability to patrol covertly 
around the world, Ellis 
said, foreign navies are 
deploying a style of 
“modern, quiet, diesel 
submarine, particularly in harsh littoral waters” that is difficult 
for the United States to counter with traditional methods.
The significance of America’s global undersea range was 
demonstrated during the Libyan uprising last year. Ellis 
described how American submarines in the Mediterranean were 
called upon during the crisis. By launching an attack against 
the Gaddafi regime’s air defense systems they paved the way 
for the bombing campaign that helped to liberate the country. 
Ellis stated that during the Cold War “the main threat was Soviet 
nuclear submarines that were effectively tracked passively at 
long ranges in the open ocean.” The U.S. military was focused 
on mutually assured destruction, rather than insurgency and 
revolution. As a submarine commander, Ellis said he knew if 
he received an order to launch a nuclear strike against a Soviet 
target he could be certain that the United States had already 
been attacked. 
As the U.S. submarine fleet ages and Cold War-era subs are 
retired, the need for new ships to meet today’s challenges grows. 
Ellis explained some of the technological advances that will 
allow American subs to be at sea longer, while maintaining their 
offensive capabilities. He 
also detailed how modern 
construction methods can 
maximize cost effectiveness, 
which is crucial at a time of 
shrinking budgets. The total 
package, he said, guarantees 
“21st century capability in 
an affordable package at a 
responsible cost.”
Ellis fielded several questions at the conclusion of his 
presentation. One was on the recent Department of Defense 
policy change allowing women in combat roles, including 
serving on submarines. Ellis clarified that the Navy changed its 
policy to allow women to serve on subs in 2010. The first class of 
women completed the 18-month training in 2012 and has been 
successfully integrated into submarine crews. ■
As the U.S. submarine fleet ages and Cold 
War-era subs are retired, the need for new 
ships to meet today’s challenges grows.
EVENTS
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NPS Students’ Thesis Addresses the Threat of  
Active Shooters
by Amanda D. Stein
Every day, the men and women of the 
armed forces put themselves in harm’s 
way. Recent NPS graduates, U.S. Army 
Majors Charles Ergenbright and Sean 
Hubbard, are no different – and they 
commit to countless hours of training for 
just those situations when their skills mean 
the difference between life and death. 
Hubbard and Ergenbright are Special 
Forces officers, and they accept the risks 
to themselves for the service they have 
committed to on behalf of their country. 
What they don’t accept, however, is the 
extraordinary tragedy of mass shootings 
that take innocent lives in schools, public 
spaces and even military bases far too 
often across the United States and abroad. 
Upon entering the NPS Graduate School 
of Operational and Information Sciences’ 
Department of Defense Analysis program, 
Ergenbright and Hubbard wanted to apply 
their own special operations expertise and 
background to this devastating problem. 
The result was a detailed thesis outlining 
proposed upgrades to high occupancy 
facilities (HOF) and institutions of 
higher education (IHE) to minimize 
the loss of life from active shooters. 
At the time they completed their thesis, 
the tragedy that would strike Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in late 2012 
was a distant nightmare that had not 
yet occurred. But following that tragic 
loss of life, the two officers, and their 
faculty advisors, knew this work was 
critical, and it could have saved lives. 
NPS Defense Analysis alumni Maj. Sean Hubbard, second from left, and Maj. Chuck Ergenbright, far right, stand alongside 
members of Norway’s DELTA Assault Team on Utøya Island in Norway, the site of a horrific mass shooting that claimed 69 
lives on July 22, 2011. Hubbard and Ergenbright visited Norway following the incident to gather information for their thesis 
research on how to mitigate active shooter incidents. (Photo courtesy Brig. Gen. Robert Karmazin). 
If I can give [law enforcement] more 
tools in hand, that makes my family 
that much safer when I’m gone. 
        Maj. Sean Hubbard, USA
RESEARCH
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The two officers’ final thesis offered 
a detailed proposal for what they call 
a Victim Initiated Mitigation (VIM) 
system for IHEs and HOFs, which would 
apply modern technologies to neutralize 
an active shooter as much as possible 
while also providing communication 
with responding law enforcement. 
As they dove into their research, they 
quickly realized that one of the most critical 
factors in limiting the loss of life is time. 
“The rate of kill is tied to incident 
duration … As we were thinking about the 
problem, we determined if you can affect 
either incident duration or response time, 
you can effectively mitigate the affects of 
an active shooter and reduce the rate of 
kill,” explained Ergenbright. “When we 
started going through every document 
we could find on the subject, we found 
that the thought really separated into two 
main focuses: prevention or preemption, 
and tactical response,” he added. 
“And really what we found as a missing 
variable was the lack of a victim 
initiated mitigation system, which we 
liken to a fire alarm. The fire alarm has 
a standardized operation, and there 
is a standardized understanding of 
what is coming,” he continued. “And 
there is also a standardized response. 
On the other end of the call there 
are firemen sliding down poles and 
rushing to the scene of the fire. There 
is nothing like that for active shooters.” 
The VIM system includes several 
components beyond an alarm. It’s 
a system of emergency call boxes 
in all public areas of the campus; 
electromagnetic door locks linked to the 
call boxes; a mobile situational awareness 
device capable of linking directly to the 
call boxes; key fob and proxy access 
for first responders to all buildings on 
campus; and a remotely-located manned 
Incident Command Center (ICC) from 
which the full system and appropriate 
safety protocols can be managed.
The goal of the VIM system is many fold. 
It would allow two-way communication 
for victims, ICC personnel and 
emergency responders to provide more 
specific and timely tactical information. 
The system can also promptly lockdown 
the campus in specific zones, or as a 
whole, based on tactical information, 
improving the chances of isolating the 
shooter and improving law enforcement 
response time. The system would also 
notify students, staff and faculty of 
an emergency with pre-programmed 
notifications via “any networked media 
device” such as a cell, tablet or computer. 
Among the case studies profiled in 
their thesis, Ergenbright and Hubbard 
looked closely at a number of mass 
shootings that have taken place in the 
United States over the years, focusing 
heavily on the Virginia Tech shootings 
in 2007. The events that unfolded at 
Virginia Tech took place in two parts – 
the first shooting by gunman Seung Hui 
Cho took place in a campus dormitory, 
where two students were killed. Nearly 
two and a half hours later, Cho fired 
an additional 174 rounds in a building 
across campus from the initial shooting, 
killing 33 students and faculty members. 
“When the Virginia Tech shooting 
started, the emergency response was 
initiated by a student in the classroom 
next door. So that call went from that 
classroom to a Blacksburg cell tower, 
and was routed, per dispatching 
procedures, to the Blacksburg Police 
Department (PD),” explained Ergenbright. 
“Virginia Tech had its own police 
department, so the call had to be rerouted 
from Blacksburg PD to the Virginia Tech 
PD. The total time for that call just to get 
to the proper people was four minutes. 
So with an 11-minute duration of the 
event, with an average of 3-4 victims per 
minute, an average of 12 students died 
in just the time it took to get the call to 
the right place. With current common 
security configurations in IHEs and 
HOFs, the only person who has any ability 
to affect the situation is the potential 
victim. And that’s why we focused 
on putting the tools in their hands.” 
Recent tragedies have sparked searing 
national debate on gun control measures 
and the mental health treatment system, 
but this highly-charged debate is 
independent from the students’ research, 
said NPS Department of Defense 
Analysis Professor Doowan Lee, thesis 
advisor for Ergenbright and Hubbard. 
“I think this is where their research is 
exceedingly unique, because instead of 
being politically driven, their research is 
really about the nature of active shooter 
scenarios and finding a systematic solution 
to mitigate [the resulting] violence,” he said. 
While they support a holistic approach 
to combating the complexities of active 
shooters, for Ergenbright and Hubbard, 
there is a platform for action in the 
neutral zone of the conversations, and 
that includes equipping facilities with the 
necessary tools to properly alert emergency 
personnel to potentially or seriously 
dangerous situations involving gunmen. 
And on a personal level, as servicemen 
who often find themselves separated from 
loved ones, the notion of supporting law 
enforcement was a big draw to the project.
“It worked out well to be able to give 
back to the law enforcement community 
because who better to take care of my 
family when I’m deployed overseas than 
law enforcement,” said Hubbard. “If I 
can give them more tools in hand, that 
makes my family that much safer when 
I’m gone.” ■  
Hubbard and Ergenbright are Special Forces officers, and 
they accept the risks to themselves ... What they don’t accept, 
however, is the extraordinary tragedy of mass shootings that 
take innocent lives in schools, public spaces and even military 
bases far too often across the United States and abroad.
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Cdr. J. Marc Aparicio, USCG, is a 2012 
graduate of the Naval Postgraduate 
School. He is currently assigned as 
a Military Associate Professor at the 
NPS GSEAS, Systems Engineering 
Department. Cdr. Aparicio also serves 
as the Deputy Director of the Meyer 
Institute of Systems Engineering 
and will be the Director of the 
planned Department of Homeland 




As a student Cdr. Aparicio joined 
the NPS Foundation to be a part of 
the joint military service alumni 
network. His time at NPS taught 
him that the school’s greatest 
benefit is its diverse student body. 
 
Having served for more than 20 
years in the military, he found that 
interacting with other military service 
members, especially international 
students, provided an educational 
experience that he could apply 
directly to his career. “The greatest 
benefit at NPS is the interaction 
with the other students,” he explains. 
 
“While I was a student I made strong 
friendships with folks from other 
services and countries, which I hope 
to maintain even after I retire from 
the military.” His NPS Foundation 
membership, first as a student and now 
as an alumnus, ensures that he will 
continue to benefit from that experience. 
Besides networking with fellow 
students, Cdr. Aparicio’s NPS 
Foundation membership allowed him 
to take advantage of a personal interest- 
golf. In 2012 the NPS Foundation 




Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach. 
“What an amazing experience and 
not just the golf,” he says. “During the 
five-day event, I had the opportunity 
to meet and play with some of the 
First Tee sponsored youth golf players 
and some pros. Every youth player 
seemed bright, athletic and motivated. 
In fact, following the tournament, I 
enrolled my two kids into the program.” 
 
Cdr. Aparicio and eleven other NPS 
Foundation student golfers were selected 
for the tournament for their leadership 
qualities, as well as their golf skills. “It’s 
great that the NPS Foundation sees that 
the military students at NPS can provide 
great mentoring to the local youth 
through various programs,” he says. 
 
Cdr. Aparicio encourages current 
students to recognize the value of their 
NPS education. “One good thing about 
NPS is that everything that is taught 
here is relevant to what you will be 
doing in your next job, even if it is not 
directly related to your curriculum. 
Your experience, hard work and 
education will determine your future, 
so keep working hard. Good luck!” ■
 
Spring 2013 NPS Foundation Awards
Each quarter the NPS Foundation presents financial awards to deserving students and faculty of NPS. 
Listed below are the Spring 2013 Graduation Award Recipients. Congratulations to all of the winners!
 
 
Major Celina E. Noyes, USAF 
The Outstanding United States Air Force Graduate Award, National Security Affairs 
 
Mr. Christopher E. Wright 
Hans Jones Award for Excellence in Thesis Research in Special Operations & Irregular Warfare or Security, 
Stabilization, Transition & Reconstruction 
 
Captain Wayne J. Dahl, USA 
Louis D. Liskin Award 
 
Rodrigo Nieto-Gomez (Research Assistant Professor - National Security Affairs) 
Lieutenant Commander Dave Williams Outstanding Professor Award  (School of International Graduate Studies) 
 
Dr. Timothy Chung (Assistant Professor in Systems Engineering) 
Richard W. Hamming Interdisciplinary Award
 
MEMBER
Cdr. J. Marc Aparicio enjoys some golf at 
Pebble Beach during the Nature Valley First 
Tee Open tournament in June 2012.
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THE PEACOCK SHOP 
www.npsfoundation.org/peacock_shop 





August 13, 2013 
Monterey Peninsula Country Club
 
For more information and to see photos
from the 2012 tournament please visit 
www.npsfoundation.org/americas_heroes




Spring is a time of renewal and growth, and at the NPS Foundation 
office it’s no different. This May we’re saying goodbye to two 
people that have served the Foundation selflessly: Executive 
Director Rear Adm. Merrill Ruck, USN (Ret.) and Director of 
Membership Programs Jessica Wells. 
Ruck, after serving for over 25 years in the U.S. Navy, worked 
as the Executive Director of the NPS Foundation for over 
8 years. It was under his tireless leadership that the NPSF 
premiere annual events were conceived and expanded: the 
America’s Heroes Charity Golf Tournament and the Grand 
Winter Ball. Without his vision and true love for the 
NPS community, these events and others would not 
have grown to the remarkable stature they enjoy today. 
 
Wells came to the Foundation from North Carolina 
in February 2012. Her husband, Maj. Alex Ford, 
USA, is a student at NPS and will graduate in 
June before moving on to his next assignment at West Point. 
Wells worked closely with Foundation members, encouraging 
them to join or renew their memberships, and also with the 
student clubs. She could often be found behind the scenes 
setting up for events; she was always there to lend a hand to 
whoever needed her. 
Though we are saying goodbye to two valuable staff members, 
we know they’ll continue to support the NPS Foundation from 
wherever their journies takes them. Ruck and Wells will be 
dearly missed. We wish them fair winds and following seas!  ■
L-R: Melissa Judy, Rear Adm. Merrill Ruck, USN (Ret.) and Jessica Wells at a 
special reception before the 2012 America’s Heroes Charity Golf Tournament.
NPS Foundation  
IN FOCUS
Post Office Box 8626
Monterey, CA 93943
www.npsfoundation.org
NPS Says Farewell to Winter Quarter Graduates
By Kenneth A. Stewart
The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) honored 366 students 
earning 367 advanced graduate degrees during NPS’ Winter 
Graduation Ceremony at King Auditorium, March 29. 
NPS awards hundreds of defense-focused graduate degrees each 
year to a unique student body composed primarily of career military 
officers, select federal employees and officers from allied nations. 
Presiding over the ceremony was NPS alumna and Interim President, 
Rear Adm. Jan E. Tighe. Tighe welcomed graduates and their 
families and acknowledged the recent work of faculty and staff. 
“This institution serves the national security community 
through advanced graduate education and real world research 
- you make that mission a success,” said Tighe.  “These last four 
months with you have only reinforced my belief that NPS will 
remain a vital element in the success of our Navy, our sister 
services, and our national and international security partners.” 
Tighe also recognized the assembled graduates and their families. 
“You should be justly proud of what you have accomplished here. We 
are proud of you,” said Tighe.  “Your experiences and education have 
prepared you to become leaders who are at the forefront of resolving the 
security challenges of your service, nation and the global community.” 
Tighe’s remarks were followed by those of former U.S. Atlantic 
Fleet Commander, retired Admiral Henry H. Mauz Jr. Mauz also 
recognized the contribution made by NPS’s world-class faculty. 
“This faculty has taken years to build, the depth and breath of our 
faculty is absolutely outstanding and nationally recognized,” said Mauz. 
Mauz spoke of the commitment shared by faculty 
members who often work long hours with little 
pay and without the benefit of teaching assistants. 
Retired Adm. Henry Mauz delivers the keynote address at the 






During the ceremony, 
366 U.S. and international 
military officers and 
Department of Defense 
civilians were awarded 
master and doctoral 
degrees. The school 
provides relevant and 
unique advanced 
education and research 
programs that increase 
the combat effectiveness 
of the United States 
and allied forces. 
“Why do they do it?” 
asked Mauz. “They 
do it because they are 
dedicated and patriotic 
and because of these 
students, it’s a joy to 
work with our students.” 
Mauz also thanked the
graduating class for  their
commitment to a “heroic profession.” He encouraged graduates 
to continue to seek self-improvement, to take care of their 
subordinates, and to be bold as they executed their duties. 
“Go forth and slay dragons!” said Mauz. 
Mauz currently serves on the board of several companies and 
is the Chairman of the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation. 
NPS is the nation’s premiere national security focused university. It has 
been offering defense focused graduate degrees since 1909 and has been 
operating continuously in Monterey, Calif. since 1952. ■
Adm. Henry Mauz, USN (Ret.) is a former 
Executive Director and is the current chairman 
of the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation.
